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The Senate met at 9:30 a.m. and was
called to order by the President pro
tempore (Mr. STEVENS).

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Eternal Lord, the source of blessings,
bless our world. Bless our friends and
give them abundant living. Bless our
enemies and help us to transform them
into friends. Bless those in harm’s way
fighting for freedom. Bless those in
pain of body, mind or spirit. Bless
those who mourn. Bless those in life’s
evening who feel left alone. Bless those
in trouble and are fearful about tomor-
TOW.

Bless our Senators. Use them for
Your glory. Remove the worries that
distract them and give them Your
peace.

We pray in Your holy Name. Amen.

——————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The PRESIDENT pro tempore led the
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Under
the previous order, leadership time is
reserved.

———

MORNING BUSINESS

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Under
the previous order, there will be a pe-
riod for the transaction of morning
business for up to 30 minutes, with the
first half of the time under the control
of the majority leader or his designee
and the second half of the time under
the control of the Democratic leader or
his designee.

Senate

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The
majority leader is recognized.

——
SCHEDULE

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, this morn-
ing we will begin a 30-minute period for
the transaction of morning business.
Following morning business, we will
resume consideration of the emergency
supplemental appropriations bill.
Pending is the final division of Senator
COBURN’s amendment, and there will be
60 minutes of debate on that division.
Therefore, Senators can expect the
first vote to occur at approximately 11
a.m. today.

Since cloture was invoked yesterday
by a vote of 92 to 4, we are now oper-
ating under the provisions of rule XXII.
A lot of amendments are still pending
to the bill; however, many of those
amendments are not germane and,
therefore, will fall to a point of order.

With that said, there will be some
amendments that will qualify for con-
sideration, and we will have votes on
those amendments throughout the day.

Mr. President, I suggest the absence
of a quorum.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. With-
out objection, it is so ordered.

————
ENERGY

Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President,
last week I spoke on the floor con-
cerning the rising cost of gasoline and
diesel fuel—in fact, all fuels. We have
all been talking about the price of en-
ergy in this country for the past sev-
eral weeks. Over the weekend, I was at
a soccer game, and that was the con-

versation. Everyone had their horror
stories about what they were paying to
fill up their vehicles and discussion
about how bad is it going to get.

My comments this morning are di-
rected in a vein that unless this Nation
gets serious about its energy and how
we move forward with a truly balanced
approach, it is going to get worse be-
fore it gets better.

There have been a lot of proposals
and a lot of discussion. There is a sense
that perhaps there is some easy fix out
there that we in the Congress have
overlooked. It is clear to those of us
who have really been following this
issue that there is no easy fix. We
didn’t get here in a week. We are not
going to get out of this in a week. We
are not going to get out of this through
quick congressional action. We have to
do more when it comes to furthering
our conservation of our current supply.
We have to speed the development of
our alternative and renewable fuels. We
have to produce more energy at home
rather than buying from unstable and
unreliable sources abroad.

Yesterday, the European nations
voiced support for a TU.N. Security
Council resolution that could produce
sanctions against Iran to slow their nu-
clear program. We may have a ways to
go to convince Russia and China that
sanctions are appropriate, but the hint
that sanctions could endanger the
roughly 2 million barrels of oil a day
that Iran exports, it is this type of un-
rest that can spook or scare off the
international oil markets, thus driving
the price of oil higher.

Yesterday, following in the footsteps
of Venezuelan Hugo Chavez, Bolivia na-
tionalized its natural gas industry. Al-
most certainly this is not going to re-
sult in lower prices for natural gas in
the future.

I made some comments this weekend
that Congress can pass and repeal laws,
but we don’t have the ability to repeal
the law of supply and demand. With de-
mand for oil edging dangerously close
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